EDNA Kim, FWA-UK chair; Marina Castillo,

honorary vice president; and Elsie Sebastian, Woldingham Catholic Girls Boarding School
chaplain
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PHILIPPINE Ambassador to the
Court of St. James Edgardo
Espiritu and wife Lydia B. Espiritu

HANDSOME Adrian and mother
Maria Milky Jardine

LIZ and Brian Mansbridge

'A-UK vice chair; Dr. Remy Reyes, FWA-UK
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UK-based Pinays do country proud

ALL ROADS THAT DAY LED TO
the tres chic Café Royal Hotel at
68 Regent Street in London,
where the 18th anniversary cele-
bration of the Filipino Women’s
Association of United Kingdom
(FWA-UK) took place at the ele-
gant Empire Napoleon ballroom,
dahlings.

Our two adorable hostesses—
Mindanao-born Clarita Richard-

son, an urban planner and con-
altant nf tha Chartered Towm
Planner in London, and Du-

maguete-born  jeweler Nanie
Perez, FWA-UK assistant treasur-
er, picked us up at the Royal Gar-
den Hotel at Kensington High
Street in London, where we were
billeted. We arrived promptly on
time for cocktails at the foyer of .
the hotel before the sit-down din-

- ner at the ballroom.

“It (FWA-UK) is no longer a
newborn organization but a full-
fledged, tried-and-tested associa-
tion for its transparency and con-
sistency in its aims and goals,”
said Richardson.

Richardson, vice-president of

- FWA-UK, explained to moi during

the excellently prepared six-
course dinner that the club was

- founded in April 1988 by a core

group of Filipino movers and
shakers, women living and work-

@ ing in the UK, and that the best

years of FWA-UK was led by none
other than that internationally
renowned socialite and charity
worker, Angeles “Nene” Quim-

son (widow of the late ambas-
sador to the Court of St. James,
Juan T. Quimson). She was as-
sisted by then Consul Mindy
Cruz.

FWA-UK is a nonpolitical, non-
sectarian, and nongovernmental
organization “established to pro-
ject a balanced image of Filipino
women that will emphasize their
important contribution to society
both in the UK and in the Philip-
pines,” Richardson said.

“It is an active member of the
Women's Council of Great Britain
and maintains close association
and cooperation with other Lon-
don-based Filipino groups.”

The membership increased un-
der the first chair, Dr. Remy
Reyes, now one of the six hon-
orary vice presidents of the asso-
ciation. Five other former chairs
are Nenita David-Garrad, Lo-
line Reed, Wylma Regala, Bar-
bara Solon and Richardson.

The executive committee is the
policy-making level of the associ-
ation.

A charity-driven association,
FWA-UK is led by Edna Kim, who
relentlessly strives for an all-

THE ELEGANT Empire Napoleon grand ballroom of the Royal
Garden Hotel
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member participation in all meet-
ings, while focusing on charity
commitments and members’ per-
sonal development, palanggas.

FWA-UK’s 18 years has helped
the Southeast Asian Institute of
the Deaf and Create Responsive
Infants by Sharing (Cribs), which
looks after abandoned babies and
abused mothers in the Philip-
pines.

This big-hearted organization
also sends school materials to the
Calavag Elementary School in
Quezon. It has built a health cen-
ter in Sta. Rosa, Mulanay, also in
Quezon. The center became oper-
ational two years ago and re-
ceived 500 pounds for the pur-
chase of its first stock of medicine
for the poor.

FWA-UK concentrates its fund-
raising efforts to help disadvan-
taged but deserving high-school
students. As of the last count,
nine high-school students have
graduated and a blind scholar has
just finished his piano tutorship.

Of the nine scholars, three are
now fully employed. The rest are
enrolled in universities. In addi-
tion, FWA-UK has received rec-
ommendations for four high-
school/vocational students from
the Grants Committee of the Erda
Tech Foundation Inc. The four
may be granted a five-year full
scholarship.

Erda Tech offers a five-year
high-school education program
which prepares poor but deserv-
ing youth for a better life, giving
them opportunities to finish high
school while learning employable
skills. It started in 1993.

The hopes of all of these chil-
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BONG Forouzan,
gown designed by
Edna Encarnacion

VICE Consul Tess Lazaro; Ed Maranan,
information officer of Philippine Embassy;
and Linda Guzman, Cultural Attaché
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dren have been raised because of
generous hearts who help make
their dreams come true.
“FWA-UK is deeply grateful to
its roster of benefactors, donors,
friends, families and well-wishers
for making this annual charity

¢ fundraising event always a suc-

cess. Do join us again this year, in
making a child’s dream come true
and to-wish the FWA-UK a happy
19th year,” said Richardson.

Aprés the opening remarks of
Edna Kim, the chair, Ambasador
to the Court of St. James Edgar-
do Espiritu gave his remarks. He
was with his wife, madame Lydia
Baskinas Espiritu, a patron of
the organization.

Later, the Lahing Kayumanggi
Dance Troupe performed the ex-
otic singkil, palanggas. There
were also fabulous door prizes.

For the finale of the program, a
plaque of appreciation was pre-
sented to Nene Quimson for her.
“tireless involvement” and con-
tinued participation in the FWA-
UK activities.

Then it was time to rock to the
sound of the No Rezerve band.
And -when those Brits hit the
dance floor with their Filipina
spouses, you'd think there was no
tomorrow, dahlings.

At 1 a.m., Nene and I excused
ourselves and we headed back to
our hotel in her chic Rolls Royce.
She dropped us off there on her
way back to her new country
home in Sussex.

The following day, we were
able to watch the fabulous musi-
cal, “The Lion King,” finally! We
had been trying for several years
to catch the show whenever wé

‘were in New York, but somehow

all tickets would be sold out on
the days we wanted to watch it,
palanggas.

Then, with a heavy heart it was
time to say “Adios!” to our fantas-
tic hostesses, Clarita and Nanie. It
had been a glorious and fun five
days in London, one of my fa-
vorite cities in Europe. But before
leaving, both ladies assured me,
“You'll be back,” as I waved good-
bye to them at London’s Gatewick
Airport.

N ] Y

JET-SETTER Meg Nolasco
Brewer and Maurice Arcache
(as in moi)

THE LAHING Kayumanggi dance troupe after their exotic singkil dance number, with Ronnie del Bario as
artistic director '
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TERRY Conway; Dona Pinto; Chris Zerdzinski; Alana, Michael and Imee Pinto; Rob Cope; and Gemma Pinto
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OUR ADORABLE hostesses in London. Clarita Richardson, honorary

FWA-UK vice president; and Nanie Perez, executive committee and
community affairs assistant treasurer, in a Judith Pajaro terno.

JEANETTE Thomson, author of the book “Join Me in My Journey”;
Judy Cacho; and Linda Guzman

LOLINE Reed and
Richardson
present to Nene
Quimson a plaque
of appreciation for
her continued
support of the
FWA-UK
organization.

PAUL Buckley, Harvey Farri, Liza Legaspi, Brett Lyons and wife
Millie L.

ELVIE and Vic Philips; with Linda and Andy Kelly

INTERNATIONAL socialite based in London Gurley Payne; Nanie
Perez; Patrick and Nancy Cunniff



